
Southern Association  

of  Workersõ Compensation Administrators 

July 19-23, 2010   Hyatt Regency   Savannah, GA 

Proudly  

Sponsored  

By 

Experience the òGood & Eviló 

In SAWCAõs Garden 

At the 62nd Annual Convention 

Convention Registration 



Hyatt Regency  
Savannah 

2 W. Bay Street, 

Savannah, Georgia, 31401  

Tel: 912 238 1234   Fax: 912 944 3678 

The 62nd Annual SAWCA Convention In Savannah 

Represents A Unique Opportunity For State 

Regulators From 19 Jurisdictions Across The South & 

Industry Professionals Across The Nation To Discuss 

The Critical Issues Facing  Workersõ Compensation.   

Join Us This Summer...Your Seat Awaits! 

SAWCA proudly welcomes you to the Hyatt Regency Savannah for 

our 62nd Annual Convention and encourages you to enjoy the many 

wonderful amenities offered by this fabulous hotel 

Directions: 
From Savannah International Airport (8 miles) 
Take I-95 South to I-16 East. Exit at Montgomery St. 
Turn right onto Bay Street. Hotel is 3 blocks on left. 
 

From Jacksonville 
Take I-95 North to I-16 east. Exit at Montgomery St. 
Turn Right on Bay Street. Hotel is 3 Blocks on left.  
 

Parking 
Valet Parking ONLY: $18.00 per night. 
No self parking available.  Parking for oversize vehicles/vans*: 
$20.00 per night 
 

*Vans are allowed. Height of van approx. 7 1/2 feet. There is 
very limited space available for vans. Full in/out privileges.  

Convention Room 

Rates Begin at $182   
Call  (912) 238-1234  

Prior to 6/18/2010 

Or Reserve  
Online At 

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=2105931   

https://resweb.passkey.com/Resweb.do?mode=welcome_ei_new&eventID=2105931


Eric L. Barnum  

Wednesday Keynote Speaker 

"Blogging, Texting & Social Networking 
Workersõ Compensation Issues in the Digital Age"  

Eric L. Barnum, a partner with Schiff Hardin LLP in Atlanta & 

an experienced trial lawyer practicing in all areas of employment 

law and employment litigation will share with us how social 

networking technology is impacting the workersõ comp industry.   

Whether You òTweetó ...òBlogó... or Just Email 

 Be Here For This òMust Seeó  Presentation 

Thursday Special Guest Speaker 

Bobby Cremins 
1990 Naismith òNational Coach of the Yearó 
3 Time ACC òCoach of the Yearó - Georgia Tech 
USA Coach Atlantaõs Centennial Olympic Games 

 

The head basketball coach of the College of Charleston, Bobbyõs 
career spans 28 seasons as a college head coach & a lifetime of 
charitable efforts that include:  Coaches vs. Cancer, The Jimmy V 
Foundation, and The Hilton Head Basketball Camp 101. 

Join Us As Coach Bobby Cremins 
Shares Lessons Learned From A 

Lifetime On The Sidelines. 



General Session Presentations 

PEO Operations & Regulatory Compliance  
Doug Lilak, President, SUNZ Insurance Company moderates a panel of experts 

through the issues surrounding professional employer organizations.  Join Glen 
Distefano, VP & COO of SUNZ Insurance; Andrew Sabolic, Floridaôs Asst. Dir. of WC 

& other industry experts as they share experiences and take your questions.   
 

Be here to learn what you didnôt know ...that you needed to know! 

Wednesday  July 21  

ñManaging & Responding To Catastrophic Claimsò    
When a catastrophic injury claim occurs, special expertise in medical and 

claims management is needed to ensure the best possible outcome for the 

injured employee & appropriate cost control for the employer/carrier.  

Join Sherri Hickey, Medical Management Director at Safety National and a 

panel of experts for the doôs & donôts of managing catastrophic losses.  

Thursday July 22  

ñMedicare Set-Asides & the Growing Litigationò 
Robert Ingram & Ryan Prescott of Moore Ingram Johnson & Steele,  Karl 

Aumann, Chair of the Maryland WCC, Judge Deneise Lott of the Mississippi 

WCC & Henry M. Kohnlein, Chief Legal Officer & Ex. VP of Protocols LLC 

will brief us on the increasing cost & dangers associated with MSAs.  

Richard Victor, Executive Director of WCRI  

ñChallenges Facing Workersô Compensation Systemsò 
Join us for this ñExecutive Summaryò of the primary issues & challenges 
facing both the regulator & industry professional in todayôs changing 
workersô compensation market.  A ñMust See Presentationò !!! 

Friday July 23  

Allyn Tatum, Tyson Foods    ñFederal & State Legislative Update ò   
In the past few years Federal & State legislative initiatives have proposed sweeping 

changes of the workersô compensation systems...be on hand for the latest update.  
 

Beatrice Locks, Federal Office of Child Support Enforcement  
A joint State & Federal partnership working to help kids: ñInsurance Match Updateò                                 

Tuesday July 20  2-5 PM 

Committee Chair Chris Broadwater of Louisiana welcomes regulators, legislators, 
and industry executives from across the nation to the òRegulatorõs Roundtableó  
 Chris Broadwater (LA) - òMedical Treatment Guidelinesó 
 Dwight Lovan (KY) & Skip Shewmaker (SNCC) òWhen Surety Co. Refuses To Payó 
 Harry Shuford, (NCCI)  - òClaim Filings During An Economic Recessionó 



Committee Meetings  
Wednesday July 21  2 -5 PM 

Self -Insurance / Insurance:   Preston Williams (MS) & Steve Novak (Trean)  

Steve Novak provides the annual òState of the Industryó update and answers 
questions followed by further exploration of the PEO industry with Doug Lilak 
(SUNZ); an update on òCaptivesó follows and concludes with the roundtable 
discussion of jurisdictional issues & questions.  Mark This As A òMust Attendó 

Adjudication:  Judge Deneise Lott (MS)  

Facebook alone has over 350 million users worldwide fueled by genXers & boomers. 
But is information gleaned from a social networking site "evidence?"  Is it 
reliable / admissible?  Are there ethical considerations using this "evidence?"  
Eric Barnum, one of the Southeastõs most renowned labor & employment lawyers 
discusses implications of this phenomenon in the courtroom & beyond! 
 

The Adjudication Committee also welcomes Rick Victor, Ex. Dir. of WCRI, for the 
top researcher's perspective on opportunities to improve system performance.  
What does the economic downturn mean for state workers' compensation systems?  
How can adjudicators help meet the challenges posed by the longest, deepest 
recession since the 1930s?  Is a paradigm shift needed?  Join us for all the answers ! 

Management Information Systems:   Larry White (LA)  

The Medicare, Medicaid, & SCHIP Extension Act of 2007 (MMSEA) has had an 
unprecedented impact on WC benefit payers.  The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 

Services' (CMS) has implemented new reporting requirements. Why is CMS looking for 
data on WC claims & why should regulators care?  How do you comply with CMSõ 

reporting requirements?  What are the challenges in CMS reporting & how is the WC 
community responding?  Faith Howe (IAIABC) & Ben Pugh (Carr Allison) collaborate 
to lead the discussion.  We conclude with an open discussion on web filing/e-filing in 

preparation for a full presentation during the Nov. ACC at The Greenbrier. 

Thursday July 22    2-5 PM 

Administration & Procedures: Judge Melodie Belcher (GA)  
Tour the GA State Boardõs mediation program & discover the benefits of moving claims via 
mediation through the system.  Learn the basics of operation, key issues, stakeholder 
impact, when its appropriate, how & why it works, obstacles to hurdle, & current trends.  
Then hold tight as Karen Boyd, Mediator with the GA Board, conducts a mock mediation. 

Claims Administration:  Kathy Oliver (GA) & Tom Glasson (AIG)  
 

Delve deeper into the Medicare Set-Aside issues with the MSA panel members.  You 
will have the opportunity to ask the experts your specific questions regarding 
the confusing world of MSA's.  During the second half of the meeting, you will learn 
how to set up protocols for obtaining effective investigative results.   

Medical Rehabilitation :   Betty Reid (FL) & Lucretia Johnson (KY)  
Effective communication & comprehension are essential for a successful doctor/patient 
relationship but not so easy when one doesnõt speak the same language.  Discover how to 
remove language barriers and improve communication in the workersõ compensation arena 
through the use of skilled translators and interpreters.  Additional discussions will identify 
current issues faced by both state & industry in effort to deliver appropriate & timely care. 




